
THE AMERICAN CITIZEN – LAWYER
WHO ARE WE ANYWAY?

AND WHAT DOES ETHICS AND 
PROFESSIONALISM HAVE TO 

DO WITH IT?











THE HEART OF THE MATTER:









The Declaration of 
Independence states the 
principles upon which our 

government and our identity 
as Americans are based.







The American Experiment:
Our Founders created a possibility that heretofore 
never existed.  An American citizen free, just, and 
equal by declaration only, would be able to use 

reason to self govern responsibly and thus achieve 
our country. 





We are Responsible for 
The Stewardship of the 
American Experiment



The careful and responsible 
management of something 
entrusted to one’s care.



“that these dead shall 
not have died in vain…
and that government of 
the people, by the 
people, for the people, 
shall not perish from 
the earth.“







Miss Jean Louise, stand up. 
Your father’s passin’.

Barack Obama’s Farewell Address
Re: Atticus Finch





The Whole Ball of Wax:
We are responsible for our 
principled behavior i.e. the 
content of one’s character,

(The Buck Stops Here.)







“Let us re-adopt the Declaration of 
Independence, and with it, the practices, 
and policy, which harmonize with it.” 
(Abraham Lincoln)





25 Tips on Professionalism
Every year, the New Jersey Commission on 
Professionalism in the Law honors the attorneys and jurists 
in the state – from every sector of the practice and every 
organized bar association. These are the people who have 
epitomized the highest standards of the profession. To help 
celebrate the commission’s silver anniversary, a 
compilation of tips have been collected from the honorees. 



1. Respect everyone, even
when it appears to be
difficult. Disrespect is 
rarely justified or 
productive.



6.  With power and authority comes 
responsibility. Exercise your
power to affect the lives of
others in a civil, kind, respectful,
fair and considerate manner. 



9.  You can argue about the 
facts, but never attack the
person.



12. Treat everyone fairly,
impartially and justly, all the
time and everywhere, without 
regard to their position, status or 
role in the proceedings. 



14. Win or lose, being a lawyer gives
you the opportunity to be a true 
champion – someone who defends 
or stands up for others – every day 
of your professional life, and to do
so with courage, integrity and
civility.



15.   Always strive – regardless of 
who you represent – to fairly
and honorably seek justice for
your client on an even playing
field.



16. Quoting John Wooden, the famous 
men’s basketball coach at UCLA, 
“Be more concerned with your 
character than with your reputation, 
because your character is what you
really are, while your reputation is
merely what others think you are”.



17.As professionals, we are 
equal before the law, and 
measured only by our 
abilities and character.



21.Return phone calls promptly.



25.Above all, just do the right 
thing.



Anchor your law practice in the 
Stewardship of America by how 
you go about practicing law i.e. 

put principle first.



THE PAYOFF:
1. Satisfaction and fulfillment;
2. A competitive edge;
3. The making of one’s own character;
4. A strength and a resilience up against the daily angst;
5. And without sacrificing one’s own self-interest – Win a 

zillion cases.

Just do it honorably
(As you see fit in light of your responsibility for the greatest 

experiment in the history of civilization)





“And now I appeal to all—are you really willing that
the Declaration shall be thus frittered away?—thus 
left no more at most, than an interesting memorial of 
the dead past? …shorn of its vitality, and practical 
value; and left without the germ or even the 
suggestion of the individual rights of man in it?”

Abraham Lincoln (1857)


